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Heritage 2014 - 4th International Conference on Heritage and Sustainable Development fol-
lowed the path established by previous editions of this event and definitely establishing a state 
of the art event regarding the relationships between forms and kinds of heritage and the frame-
work of sustainable development concepts. The number, variety and quality of papers presented 
and published allow a final and positive balance. In fact, for this edition of Heritage double-
blind peer-review of papers applied and the number of definitive rejections was relatively low, 
confirming the over-all high quality of submitted material. 

As nowadays sustainable development was brought much forward than the concept expressed 
in the book “Our Common Future”, commonly known as “The Brundtland Report”, Heritage 
2014 followed that path and aimed at a broader vision on heritage and sustainable development. 
The role of culture and social aspects enlarged the initial statement where environment and eco-
nomics took the main role, guiding the earliest research on sustainable development. The envi-
ronmentalist vision of the world as a whole ecological system, and the world economical trades 
and product and service flows, enhanced the idea of a globalized world, where different geo-
graphic dimensions of actions, both local and global, emerged as the main relationships between 
producers, consumers, and cultural specificities of peoples, philosophies and religions. In such a 
global context, heritage becomes one of the key aspects for the enlargement of sustainable de-
velopment concepts. Heritage is often seen through its cultural definition. However, sustainable 
development brings heritage concepts to another dimension, as it establishes profound relation-
ships with economics, environment, and social aspects. Nowadays, heritage preservation and 
safeguarding is facing new and complex problems. Degradation of heritage sites is not any more 
just a result of materials ageing or environmental actions. Factors such as global and local pollu-
tion, climate change, poverty, religion, tourism, commerce, ideologies, war, are now in the cut-
ting edge for the emerging of new approaches, concerns and visions about heritage. 

Thus, Heritage 2014 - 4th International Conference on Heritage and Sustainable Development 
was proposed to be a global view on how heritage is being contextualized in relation with the 
four dimensions of sustainable development (environment, economics, society and culture) that 
were the core topics of the Conference. These topics brought to discussion the definition of a 
singular approach on how to deal with and go beyond the traditional aspects of heritage preser-
vation and safeguarding. As presently heritage is no longer just a memory or a cultural refer-
ence, or even a place or an object, further analysis and other perspectives are in order: heritage 
is moving towards broader and wider scenarios, where it becomes often the driving forces for 
commerce, business, leisure and politics. For those reasons the topics of “governance for sus-
tainability” and “education for the future” were also included in the programme as key factors 
for enlightenment of future global strategies for heritage preservation and safeguarding. 

A new chapter was included in this edition of Heritage conferences on Heritage and Cultural 
Tourism. This chapter dealt with the specific issues of cultural tourism in its relation with heri-
tage. In fact cultural tourism has become one of the key factors for sustainable development in 
many regions. Both from the economic and cultural perspectives, among others, cultural tourism 
promotes the use of resources otherwise forgotten or under-explored enabling economic sus-
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tainability and providing funds for cultural activities. Cultural tourism has been gathering a lar-
ger and larger public during the last few decades and became, as such, a significant social and 
economical phenomenon. It deserves, within the realm of heritage and sustainable development 
studies a particular and focused attention, reason why the present edition of Heritage includes a 
Special Chapter dedicated to the theme. Papers submitted to this special chapter focused both 
theoretical approaches and applied research. 

This edition of Heritage also gave stage to early stage researchers and students willing to 
share the results of their research projects, namely post-graduation projects and doctoral pro-
jects. Heritage 2014 received a significant number of such proposals the quality of which was 
confirmed during double-blind review. 

We would like to express our gratefulness to all the partners of Heritage 2014, who joined the 
effort to make a significant Conference. 

Our special recognition to the Câmara Municipal de Guimarães (Guimarães City Council). 
The Organising Committee also expresses its gratitude to all Members of the Scientific 

Committee who reviewed the papers and made suggestions that improved the quality of indi-
vidual work and the over-all quality of the event. 
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